
 

 1

 
 

Annual Report of The Historian of The Town of Pelham, NY 
Issued to the Supervisor of The Town, to the Mayor of the Village of Pelham and to The 

Office of State History, A Program Within the New York State Department of Education 
January 3, 2007 (Covering the Period January 1, 2006 – December 31, 2006) 

Please Visit HistoricPelham.com  and the Historic Pelham Daily Blog 
 

Blake A. Bell, Esq., Town Historian, c/o Town Hall, Town of Pelham, 34 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY, 10803 (914) 738-1021. 
 

 
 
Report Filed to Comply 
with NY State Law 
 

Article 57, section 57.09 of 
the New York State Arts and 

Cultural Affairs Law provides, in part, that each duly 
appointed local historian: 

“shall make an annual report, in the 
month of January, to the local 
appointing officer or officers and to the 
state historian of the work which has 
been accomplished during the 
preceding year.” 

This report has been prepared to comply with 
the above-quoted statute.  It summarizes work 
performed and accomplishments achieved by The 
Office of The Historian of The Town of Pelham 
during the period from January 1, 2006 through 
December 31, 2006. 

The author of this report has served as Town 
Historian since January 2005.  Before that he served 
as Deputy Town Historian for the previous two 
years.  He also has served as Historian of the 
Village of Pelham since 2003.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Educational Activities:  Publication of 
Second Book on Local History 
 

In the last several years 
The Office of The Historian of 
The Town of Pelham has 
prepared and published in the 
local newspaper, The Pelham 
Weekly, seventy-five articles 
about the history of Pelham and 
surrounding areas.  This year 
The Pelham Weekly collected 
the vast majority of those 
articles and published them in a 

book entitled:  “Town of Pelham’s 350th Anniversary 
Celebration – Historian Blake Bell’s Articles 
Published in The Pelham Weekly Plus Photos of 
Key Events”.  Copies of the book were distributed as 
a gift to each of the hundreds of attendees at the 
largest fund-raising event of the year:  “Novel Night” 
– an event to raise funds for the Pelham Public 
Library. 
 

The book is the second 
local history book authored by 
the Town Historian in the last 
three years.  The first, published 
in 2004, is entitled “Thomas Pell 
and the Legend of the Pell 
Treaty Oak”.  Including copies of 
that book that have been 
donated to the Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum for sale to the 
public in its gift shop for its sole 
benefit, several hundred copies of that book also 
have been sold as part of the educational activities 
of The Office of The Historian of The Town of 
Pelham. 
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Educational Activities:  The Historic 
Pelham Daily Blog 

 
The representatives of The Office of The 

Town of Pelham continue to believe that their 
principal focus should be educating residents of the 
Town and other interested persons regarding the 
rich history of one of the earliest settlements in what 
we know today as Westchester County.  There have 
been a host of such activities this year.  One of the 
most important such activities has been The Historic 
Pelham Daily Blog.      

 
On February 8, 2005, publication of The 

Historic Pelham Daily Blog located at 
http://historicpelham.blogspot.com began.  Every 

Monday through Friday 
since that date – without 
missing a single day 
including holidays – an 
article about Pelham 
history has been posted 
to the Blog.  A mirrored 
archive containing 
copies of each and 
every such Blog posting 
is also available on the 
Historic Pelham Web 
site located at 

www.historicpelham.com.  During 2006, a total of 
260 articles on the history of The Town of Pelham 
were researched, prepared and posted to The 
Historic Pelham Blog.  This brings to a total of 504 
such articles published to the Blog since it first 
began on February 8, 2005.   

 
The 260 articles published this year included 

postings on such diverse topics as the following 
examples:  “Accounts of Two Witnesses to Skirmish 
That Occurred Off the Shores of New Rochelle and 
Pelham in the War of 1812”; “More About Richard 
Crabb, the ‘Magistrate’ Who Witnessed the Signing 
of Thomas Pell’s Treaty with Local Native Americans 
on June 27, 1654”; “Thomas Pell, First Lord of the 
Manor of Pelham, Traded Tobacco Along the East 
Coast by Barque”; “The Ghost Gunship of Pelham:  
A Revolutionary War Ghost Story”; “Pelham Manor 
Runaway Slave Notice in June 30, 1877 Issue of 
The New-York Gazette; And The Weekly Mercury”; 
“Aaron Burr Tries To Pull a Fast One in the 1790s 
and Must Sell His Farm in Pelham”; “1780 Letter To 
George Clinton from American Patriot Philip Pell of 
Pelham Manor, Commissary of Prisoners of the 
State of New York”; “Capture of the British Ship 
Schuldham in Pelham Waters During the 
Revolutionary War”; “The Involvement of Thomas 
Pell’s Family in the Witchcraft Persecution of Goody  

 
 

Knapp”; “Rumors in 1657 That Thomas Pell 
Manipulated Local Native Americans To Protect His 
Land Acquisition from Incursions by the Dutch”; 
“1869 New York Herald Article About Pelham’s 
Boundary Dispute with New Rochelle”; “1666 Letter 
from Thomas Pell to John Winthrop, Jr. Regarding 
Pell’s 1654 Purchase of the Lands That Became 
Pelham”; “Plans To Create a Horse-Drawn Trolley 
Car System in Pelham in Early 1890”; “Another 
Account of Baseball Played in Pelham in the 1880s 
is Uncovered”; and “The Beginnings of Organized 
Fire Fighting in Pelham Manor?”.   
 

A listing of all of the Blog Postings this year is 
annexed to this report as Appendix 1. 

 
 

Educational Activities:  
The HistoricPelham.com Web Site 

 

 
 
On March 20, 2003, in advance of the Town’s 

celebration of the 350th anniversary of the signing of 
the Pell-Siwanoy Treaty in 2004, representatives of 
The Office of The Historian of The Town of Pelham 
unveiled a Web site devoted to the history of Pelham 
and surrounding areas.  The site is located at 
http://www.historicpelham.com.   

 
Throughout 2006 The Office of The Historian 

of The Town of Pelham has continued to add 
sections, pages, text, images and more to the 
Historic Pelham Web site in an effort to educate 
Town residents and other interested parties 
regarding the rich local history.   

 
The purpose of the site and the Historic 

Pelham Daily Blog is to share the rich history of the 
Town with the Town’s residents and to make an 
academic resource available to the Town’s school 
children.  Like the Blog, the Web site project is 
privately funded.  No taxpayer funds have been 
expended in connection with either project.   

 
 
 

Cont. on Page 3 
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The HistoricPelham.com Web Site 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 
At the close of 2005, the Historic Pelham Web 

site contained 1,762 Web pages that, if printed, 
would total more than 3,000 pages of printed 
content.  At the close of 2006, the Web site had 
grown to more than 2,000 Web pages that, if printed, 
would total approximately 3,500 pages of printed 
content. 

 

 
 
Traffic to the site is shockingly high.  Indeed, 

traffic is so high that it is apparent that genealogists 
and researchers who do not reside in Pelham visit 
the site routinely.  PureHost.com hosts the site.  
According to traffic statistics available from the host, 
during 2006, visitors viewed Web pages on the site 
355,677 times during a total of 167,607 visits.  This 
reflects nearly a doubling of the site’s traffic in the 
last twelve months – a gratifying accomplishment. 

 
 
 

Educational Activities:   
Newspaper Articles on Local History  

 
Another important way in which The Office of 

The Historian of The Town of Pelham has worked to 
educate residents of the Town regarding its rich 
history has been through periodic newspaper 
articles.  The articles, each of which focuses on a 
particular aspect of the Town’s history, appear 
slightly more frequently than monthly.   

 
In 2006 thirteen such articles appeared in the 

local newspaper, The Pelham Weekly.  Each is 
about eight pages of single-spaced typed text and 
appears as roughly an entire page in the newspaper.  
Below is a list of the articles that were researched, 
prepared and published: 
 
Bell, Blake A., The Pelham Manor & Huguenot 
Heights Association, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, 
Issue 1, Jan. 6, 2006.   
 
Bell, Blake A., Bartow-on-the-Sound, Once a Hamlet 
in the Town of Pelham, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. 
XV, Issue 5, Feb. 3, 2006, p. 13, col. 1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., World War II Victory Gardens in 
Pelham, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 9, Mar. 
3, 2006, p. 12, col. 1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., The Sanborn Map Company and its 
Pelham Headquarters, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, 
Issue 14, Apr. 7, 2006, p. 10, col. 1.   
 
Bell, Blake A., The Cannon That Roared:  Pelham 
Sacrifices a Memorial for the Nation's Sake, The 
Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 21, May 26, 2006, p. 
13, col. 1.   
 
Bell, Blake A., The Founding of "Prospect Hill 
Village" in the Early 1850s, The Pelham Weekly, 
Vol. XV, Issue 25, Second Section, Jun. 23, 2006, p. 
34, col. 1.   
 
Bell, Blake A., Pelham and The Great Hurricane of 
1938, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 29, Jul. 
28, 2006, p. 8, col. 1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., Ralph and Mary Hall, (Persecuted in 
the 17th Century for Witchcraft) Fled to the Manor of 
Pelham, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 34, 
Sep. 1, 2006, p. 8, col. 2.   
 
Bell, Blake A., More Ghosts & Goblins of Pelham, 
The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 40, Oct. 13, 
2006, p. 10, col. 1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., How Much Did Thomas Pell Pay for 
the Manor of Pelham?, The Pelham Weekly, Vol. 
XV, Issue 43, Nov. 3, 2006, p. 10, col. 1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., The War of 1812 Reaches Pelham, 
The Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 49, December 
15, 2006, p. 13, col.1. 
 
Bell, Blake A., Christmas Day 1838 in Pelham, The 
Pelham Weekly, Vol. XV, Issue 50, December 22, 
2006, p. 12, col. 2. 

 
 



 

 4

  
Educational Activities:  Research, 
Preparation and Presentation of a 
Scholarly Paper 

 
The 27th Conference on New York State 

History was held June 1 - 3, 2006 at the Herbert H. 
Lehman Center 
for American 
History, Columbia 
University. The 
conference was 
sponsored by the 
Herbert H. 
Lehman Center 
for American 
History and the 
New York State 
Archives 
Partnership Trust 
in conjunction 
with The 
Association of 
Public Historians of New York State. 

 
On Saturday, June 3rd Pelham’s Town 

Historian, Blake A. Bell, presented a paper as a 
member of panel session 702 entitled "The Suburb". 
The paper was entitled: "The Pelham Manor & 
Huguenot Heights Association: An Analysis of the 
Effects on Today's Village of Pelham Manor of a 
'Failed' Effort to Develop a New York City Railroad 
Suburb During the 1870s".  The panel was 
moderated by Dr. Kenneth T. Jackson, Jacques 
Barzun Professor of History and the Social Sciences 
at Columbia University.   

 
With the coming of the so-called “branch line” 

of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad in 
1873, a group of enterprising men who lived in New 
York City and the Town of Pelham created “The 
Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association”. 
They capitalized the Association by contributing 500 
acres for development as an elegant bedroom 
community – an early “railroad suburb” as Kenneth 
T. Jackson, author of CRABGRASS FRONTIER (Oxford 
University Press, Inc. 1985) has labeled such 
communities. Only twelve weeks later the failure of 
the Philadelphia financial firm Jay Cooke and 
Company touched off the Financial Panic of 1873. A 
prolonged financial depression followed the panic. 
Though the Association continued its development 
efforts for several years, it failed and entered 
receivership. The brief work of the Association, 
however, had a profound influence on the makeup of 
the budding settlement that, fifteen years later, was 
incorporated as the Village of Pelham Manor. 
 
The paper presented at the conference traced the 

history of the Association and provided biographical 
sketches of its principals who were involved. The 
paper further traced the influence of the Association 
on the area that became today’s Village of Pelham 
Manor. The paper argued that the Association failed 
due not simply to the depression that followed the 
Panic of 1873, but due to a complex set of 
interrelated factors that included the difficulty of 
commuting on the branch line at the time. The paper 
further argued that those who put together the 
Association played a major role in subsequent 
informal efforts to achieve their original objectives for 
development of the area. These informal efforts 
were the driving force behind the incorporation of the 
Village of Pelham Manor and substantively 
influenced the layout and makeup of the Village 
today. 

 
The methodology for preparation of the paper 

included an exhaustive survey of original 19th 
century maps, advertisements, photographs, papers 
and other such materials supplemented with a 
careful use of secondary resources designed to 
support the arguments specified above. 

 
 
 

Educational Activities:  Lectures and 
Presentations 

 
The Town Historian delivered four important 

lectures during the year.  One such presentation was 
held at the Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum on 
October 15 as part of the museum’s Fall Lecture 
Series. 

 
The event was an unqualified success with an 

overflow crowd that required the museum to locate 
and set up additional chairs to handle the larger-
than-expected crowd.  The title of the lecture was 
“The Story of the Failed Development of ‘Bartow-on-
the-Sound”.  The lecture dealt with efforts by the 
Bartow family in the early 1870s to develop a portion 
of their land into a small railroad suburb.  Those 
efforts failed for a host of reasons and, eventually, 
New York City annexed the area and it became part 
of today’s Pelham Bay Park.  It has remained 
undeveloped ever since. 

 
On June 21, the Town Historian made a 

presentation entitled “The ‘Fatt Calfe’ Ceremony and 
the New Rochelle Commemorative Half Dollar” to 
the members of the Westchester County Coin Club 
in Scarsdale, New York. 

 
The presentation addressed the historical 

basis for the obverse design of the famed 1938 New 
Rochelle Commemorative Half Dollar issued to 

 
Cont. on Page 5 
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Educational Activities:  Lectures and 
Presentations (Cont. from Page 4) 

 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
settlement of New Rochelle.  The obverse of the rare 
coin depicts John Pell, so-
called “Second Lord of 
the Manor of Pelham” 
receiving from Huguenot 
settlers of New Rochelle a 
“fatt calfe” – the annual 
tribute required under the 
terms of the 1689 deed 
for the lands he sold to permit the settlement of New 
Rochelle by the Huguenots.   
 

The well-received presentation subsequently 
received an “American Numismatic Association 
Education Award” for outstanding work to educate 
numismatists regarding an important aspect of their 
hobby. 

 
The Town Historian delivered a third 

presentation on November 6.  The presentation was 
a major address to a well-attended conference.   

 
The conference was “Saving History:  Using 

Digital Resources For Access and Preservation” 
held at the IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center 

in Yorktown 
Heights, New York.  
It was sponsored 
by the Westchester 
County Archives 
and the 

Westchester 
County Historical 
Society; co-
sponsored by the 

Westchester 
Library System.  
The conference, 
for local historians, 
history keepers 
and municipal 
records officials 
throughout the 
County of 
Westchester was 
underwritten in part 
with generous 
support from the 

Westchester County Department of Information 
Technology and the IBM Corporation.  

 
The presentation was entitled “A Town 

Historian Preserves and Shares the History of 
Pelham, New York Digitally:  A Case Study”.  In 

conjunction with the presentation, the Town 
Historian prepared an extensive, 33-page paper 
entitled “Preserve and Share:  A Town Historian 
Preserves and Shares the History of Pelham, New 
York”.  The paper was distributed to all attendees at 
the conference.  

 
The presentation was delivered as a 

combination PowerPoint slide show with live Web 
access projected to the audience.  

 
Additionally, the Town Historian gave a lecture 

on the History of Women’s Service in Pelham to The 
Junior League of Pelham, Inc. on January 26, 2006.  

 
 
 

Digitization of Important Historical 
Material 

 
In 2006 The Office of The Historian of The 

Town of Pelham continued for the fifth year its 
initiative to digitize much of the important content 
maintained in the archival files of the small office 
located in the Richard J. Daronco Town House, 20 
Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY, out of which The Office of 
The Historian of The Town of Pelham operates.  The 
effort has been on a volunteer basis, using personal 
computer and scanning equipment owned and 
maintained by the volunteers.  This program has 
been conducted at no cost to the taxpayers.  Of 
course, this has meant that it has been an 
inordinately slow and labor-intensive process. 

 
This year The Office added many images to 

the collection of several thousand that has been 
developed in the last few years.  The digitized data 
is stored in three places for disaster recovery 
purposes and is maintained primarily in full color 
.TIFF files scanned at 300 dpi (dots per inch). 

 
The project continues to concentrate primarily 

on scanning the glass negatives and lantern slides 
containing images of Pelham photographed by 
William R. Montgomery (one of the Town’s first three 
historians) in the 1920s and early 1930s.  The Office 
of The Historian has been using software to reverse 
the images of the Glass Negatives to create a 
digitized “positive” image of the photographs.   

 
For each such digitized glass negative or 

lantern slide The Office of The Historian has 
continued to log bibliographic data into a Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheet.  Excel is being used because it 
will eventually allow the export of data in a fashion to 
allow its import into a database to permit more 
sophisticated analyses of such content.   

 
  Cont. on Page 6 



 

 6

 
Digitization of Important Historical 
Material (Continued from Page 5) 

 
Below are several examples of such images 

that were digitized in 2006. 
 
 

 
 
 

Significant Photograph of Garden at 180 
Pelhamdale Avenue Taken on May 21, 1927; 
Garden Designed by Nationally-Renowned 

Landscape Architect Loutrel W. Briggs 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Stables of the Bolton Priory on April 2, 1938 
Prior to Conversion Into Residence During 
the 1950s; Bolton Priory is Listed on the  

National Register of Historic Places 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Undated Glass Lantern Slide Showing 
“Little Red Church” at Corner of Boston 

Post Road and Pelhamdale Avenue 
Before It Was Moved from the Site in 1917 

 
Immediately below is an example of the 

bibliographic records created for each scanned item.  
The record below relates to the Glass Lantern Slide 
above that shows the “Little Red Church”. 

 
Subject:  Undated View of the Little Red Church 
(Huguenot Memorial Presbyterian Church) 
Title (If Any):  “The Little Red Church” 
Date (Creation/Publication):  Ca. 1917 
Photographer / Creator:  William R. Montgomery 
Medium:  Glass Negative 
Repository:  The Office of The Historian of The 
Town of Pelham 
Collection:  Glass Negatives Collection of The 
Office of The Historian of The Town of Pelham 
Access / File Info.:  Standing Steel Cabinet:  Glass 
Negatives Box #3 
URL (If Any): 
Notes:  Glass Negative stored inside archival 
envelope on which is written in blue ink “St Pauls No 
Date” Struck  Through by Blake A. Bell and the 
following in black ink:  THIS IS NOT ST. PAUL’S.  IT 
IS THE LITTLE RED CHURCH SHOWN IN A 
GLASS LANTERN SLIDE (HUGUENOT MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH) LOWER SIGN 
HANGING ON TREE HAS BEEN VIEWED IN A 
COMPUTER ENHANCED IMAGE.  IT READS 
‘DURING BUILDING / OPERATIONS / SERVICES 
WILL BE / HELD AT THE / MANOR CLUB / SUN 
SCH’L AT 10 / CHURCH AT 11 15 / EVERYONE 
WELCOME’ [signed] Blake A. Bell 12/10/2006”;  

Cont. on Page 7
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Digitization of Important Historical 
Material (Continued from Page 6) 

 
00000147-B is not from the Historian Office files but, 
rather, is a computer enhanced image of the lower 
sign hanging on the tree.  00000147-C is not from 
the Historian Office files but, rather, is a computer 
enhanced image of the upper sign hanging on the 
tree.  An oval white adhesive label is stuck on the 
front of the slide with “1480” written in blue ink on it. 
Reverse: 
Source(s):  From William R. Montgomery’s attic 
after his death. 
Category:  Church; House of Worship; Little Red 
Church; Huguenot Memorial Presbyterian Church; 
Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association; 
Pelhamdale Avenue; Boston Post Road; Four 
Corners  
Dimensions:  8.5 cm x 10 cm 
Obverse ID No.:  00000147-A 
Reverse ID No.:  00000147-B 
Additional ID No.:  00000147-C 

 
 

Documenting Ever-Changing Views of 
the Town:  Digital Photographs 
 

For the last seven years, extensive efforts 
have been undertaken to document the ever-
changing face of the Town of Pelham through digital 
photography.  To date nearly 3,500 images have 
been captured and, for disaster recovery purposes, 
are maintained in three locations. 

 
Three examples of such photographs appear 

below.  The first shows a historic site.  The second 
shows a daily scene.  The third shows an important 
event in the life of the Town. 

 

 
 

Town of Pelham Memorial to Town’s Victims 
of September 11 Attack Under Construction 
with Pelham Train Station in Background. 

 

 
 

Village of Pelham Police Call Parked 
Next to Town Hall on Fifth Avenue, Pelham 

 
 

 
 

Crowd Gathered for Rededication of Cherry Tree 
Garden at Pelham Memorial High School on 

October 7, 2006 
 
 
 

Responses To Inquiries About the 
History of Pelham 
 

Last year the annual report for 2005 noted that 
“[r]esponding to inquiries about the history of 
Pelham, quite frankly, has become overwhelming 
and burdensome.  Given the ease with which such 

 
 Cont. on Page 8 
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Responses to Inquires About the History 
of Pelhaml (Continued from Page 7) 

 
inquiries can be made via email, The Town Historian 
has been flooded with questions.”  In 2006 the 
number of inquiries grew to staggering levels.  It is 
estimated that more than 400 such inquiries were 
received during 2006 – approximately a 33% 
increase. 
 

The burden grew so great in 2006 that, for the 
first time, The Office of The Historian of The Town of 
Pelham was unable to respond to all such queries, 
many of which asked for genealogical research.  
Examples of some of the more interesting inquiries 
and their resolutions appear below. 

 
December 21, 2006 email from Lisa 
Reilly of Larchmont, NY asking for 
information about her “husband’s Great 
Grandfather [who] was the first 
President and Mayor of Pelham”.  
Response – The first Supervisor of the 
Town was James Pell (1773-1784).  The 
first President of the Village of Pelham 
Manor was John W. Townsend, Jr. 
(April 1891 – April 1893).  The first 
President of the Village of Pelham was 
S. C. Caldwell (June 1896 – March 
1899).  The first President of the Village 
of North Pelham was Jacob Heisler 
(Oct. 1896 – March 1897).  The only 
Reilly ever to serve in any such role was 
James Reilly (President of the Village of 
North Pelham Mar. 1906 to Mar. 1911; 
Mar. 1920 to Mar. 1925 and Mayor of 
the Village of North Pelham Mar. 1927 
to Mar. 1929). 
 
December 7, 2006 email from Carol 
DeCuffa asking for information about 
Bishop R. C. Lawson and his home in 
Pelham in the early 20th Century.  
Resolution – Provided July 4, 1961 New 
York Times obituary of Bishop Robert 
Clarence Lawson and a biography for 
him. 
 
November 20, 2006 email from William 
Jay scholar Lynn Harvey of Chicago, 
Illinois asking if loose papers discovered 
in mid-19th Century journals of William 
Jay Bolton of Pelham Manor might be 
papers of William Jay.  Resolution – 
Promised to check, but determined 
papers were not those of William Jay. 
 

September 6, 2006 email from Karen 
Cornman of Pelham seeking old 
photographs of her home at 409 Fowler 
Avenue to assist with obtaining a 
variance for the structure to add a 
porch.  Resolution – Determined no old 
photographs of the home exist in office 
files. 
 
June 5, 2006 email from Maggie Klein, 
editor of The Pelham Weekly 
newspaper asking if claim by resident 
that downed tree in her yard was oldest 
tree in Pelham was accurate.  Response 
– May have been one of the oldest, but 
there is strong evidence that the oldest 
living tree in the Town of Pelham is one 
near the corner of Monterey and 
Colonial Avenues (the old Boston Post 
Road) that is more than two hundred 
years old. 
 
May 1, 2006 email from Lee Gruzen, an 
author preparing a book “about New 
York waters that touches on Captain 
Peter Bedson (10/14/1855 – 
12/27/1929) buried on City Island.  He 
asked about where to review records for 
the Pelham Cemetery on City Island 
(once part of the Town of Pelham).  
Response – Referred him to the City 
Island Historical Society, a not-for-profit 
organization housed in the City Island 
Nautical Museum. 
 
April 9, 2006 email from Anne Derousie 
of Lodi, New York “looking for 
information on the wife of Caleb Pell, the 
man who advertised his lost watch [in an 
18th Century newspaper advertisement] 
and the subject of your Feb 10 blog” for 
a dissertation that she is preparing.  
Response – provided information about 
Caleb Pell, Mary Pell and Samuel Pell 
and referred her to the Museum at Fort 
Ticonderoga and to St. Paul’s Church 
National Historic Site in Mount Vernon, 
New York. 
 
The list of queries and responses could go on 

for dozens and dozens of pages.  These are merely 
examples.  The Office of The Historian received 
inquiries from students, authors, genealogical 
researchers, people preparing house histories and 
curious Pelham residents on a nearly daily basis 
throughout the entire year. 

 
 
 
 Cont. on Page 9 
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Discoveries of Important Records 

 
In early January, 2006, the Town of Pelham 

began improvements to the basement of Town Hall 
located at 34 Fifth Avenue. Representatives of the 
Town asked The Office of The Historian to review 
materials that had been stored in the basement for 
decades since the material was to be removed from 
the basement while the improvements are made.  

 
The Town Historian and Deputy Town 

Historian spent most of the day on Saturday, 
January 28 moving, organizing, reviewing and 
sorting many, many boxes of dusty material.  
Determinations were made regarding what should 
be moved to the Historian's Office, what should be 
moved to a storage area that holds less frequently 
accessed Historian's Office materials, what should 
be sent to long term storage and what should be 
thrown away. 

 
Since some of the records dated as far back 

as the 1870s, it should come as no surprise that 
during the review quite a number of interesting and 
significant items relating to the history of the Town 
were discovered.   

 
Among the 

many materials 
located during the 
review were small 
containers 
containing 
hundreds and 
hundreds of "files" 
kept as papers 
stuffed into 
ordinary letter 
envelopes. Of 
course, the 
material stored in 
the envelopes 
was folded and 
packets of the 
envelopes were 
bundled by string. 
A large number of 
the records 
related to the fire 
units that served 
residents of the 
Villages of North Pelham, Pelham and Pelham 
Manor in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

 
Above is an image of one such item -- a poster 

prepared as notice of a special election of the 
residents of the First Fire District of the Town of 
Pelham held on February 15, 1897.  

 

 
Administration of The Office and The 
Town’s Collections 
 

The Historian’s Office is a small room located 
in the basement at the rear of The Richard J. 
Daronco Town House located at 20 Fifth Avenue.  
Important archives of the Office are located in steel 
cabinets in that room.   

 
The office maintains an extensive index card 

catalogue that cross-references the Town’s historical 
collections.  Susan Swanson and Mimi Buckley 
created and maintained that card catalogue during 
their tenures as Town Historian.  There is a steel 
five-drawer flat case in which maps and other 
oversized items are stored.  There are building files 
in which folders keyed to building addresses 
throughout the town contain information for many, 
many of the structures in town.  There are artifact 
files in which items related to the history of the Town 
are filed.  There is a standing file cabinet containing 
photographic prints of historical significance as well 
as bibliographic and obituary files for prominent 
residents in the Town’s history.   

There is a four-file cabinet containing the 
Town's "clippings files" in which thousands of 
newspaper and publication clippings regarding 
historical developments in the history of the Town 
are maintained. Standing cabinets contain microfilm, 
video and film collections as well as glass negatives, 
photographs and artifacts related to the history of 
the Town. 

Along one wall of the office is a glass 
enclosed book case with four shelves containing 
hundreds of books that relate to the Town's history. 
Though crowded, the office constitutes the principal 
collection of material assembled by Town Historians 
during the last 92 years. 

There is a very large volume of additional 
historical files and papers stored in the loft of the 
Daronco Town House.  A third location for historical 
records is a Vault in the basement of the Town Hall 
next door to the Daronco Town House. 

In addition to these rather large collections, 
The Office of The Historian has developed nearly 
15,000 images of historically significant information 
about the Town and the area surrounding it.  Many 
of these images are of materials in the Town’s 
collections, but thousands of these images are of 
materials that are not part of the Town’s collections.   

Administrative tasks involving the office, 
records storage and the like are burdensome.  Filing  

 
Cont. on Page 10
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Administration of the Office and the 
Town’s Collections (Continued from 
Page 9) 

 
and keeping the Index Card system up to date is a 
difficult job.  Additionally, a representative of the 
Office prepares the annual budget (which is quite 
modest).  Administering efforts to maintain microfilm 
records of local newspapers is also a difficult job. 

 

Current Plans for 2007 
 
Current plans for The Office of The Historian 

of The Town of Pelham for 2007 include the 
following.   

A proposal for the preparation and 
presentation of two scholarly papers has been 
submitted for The Conference on New York State 
History in Cooperstown, New York June 7-9, 2007 
sponsored by The New York State Historical 
Association and The Archives Partnership Trust.  
The first proposed paper is entitled “Early Organized 
Baseball in Suburbia:  A History of Organized 
Baseball in Pelham from the Early 1880s Through 
the 1890s”.  The second proposed paper is entitled 
“Slavery in Rural New York:  A History of Slavory in 
the Manor of Pelham and the Town of Pelham 
During the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries”. 

In addition, The Office of The Historian will 
continue the preparation and publication of daily 
articles regarding different aspects of Pelham 
History on the Historic Pelham Blog and on the 
HistoricPelham.com Web site.  It is anticipated that, 
once again, more than 250 such articles will be 
prepared and published in 2006.  In addition, a 
substantial amount of additional material will be 
added to the HistoricPelham.com Web site. 

The digitization program of The Office of The 
Historian will continue in 2007.  On a nearly weekly 
basis, members of the office will scan and inventory 
material that is at risk of deterioration in an effort to 
record such data for posterity. 

Likewise, the digital photography program will 
continue in 2007.  It is expected that several 
hundred additional digital photographs of the 
changing face of the Town will be taken.   

The Town Historian will submit to the local 
newspaper, The Pelham Weekly, at least ten articles 
on the history of the Town for publication on 
approximately a monthly basis during 2007.  In 
addition, the Town Historian will prepare at least two 

“house histories” concerning significant structures in 
the Town. 

 
The Town Historian also will continue service as 

members of the Boards of Trustees of the Westchester 
County Historical Society and the Pelham Preservation 
Society.  In addition, the Town Historian will begin service 
in January as a member of the Board of Advisors of Saint 
Paul’s Church National Historic Site in Mount Vernon, New 
York. 

 
The Town Historian will continue responding to 

inquiries related to the history of Pelham to every extent 
possible.  While it seems clear that if inquiries continue to 
increase in scope and complexity as they have in the last 
two years it likely will not be possible even to acknowledge 
receipt of all such queries, a diligent effort nevertheless 
will be made to respond to as many as time permits.   

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
This report is respectfully submitted to comply 

with the provisions of Article 57, section 57.09 of the 
New York State Arts and Cultural Affairs Law. 

 
January 3, 2007 

 

  
_____________________________ 
Blake A. Bell 
Town Historian 
 
Contact: 
Blake A. Bell, Esq. 
Town Historian 
c/o Town Hall 
Town of Pelham 
34 Fifth Avenue 
Pelham, NY  10803 
(914) 738-1021 
 
Daytime Contact Information: 
Blake A. Bell, Esq. 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 
425 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY  10017-3954 
Phone:  (212) 455-2000 
Fax:  (212) 455-2502 
Email:  bbell@stblaw.com 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
LISTING OF ALL POSTINGS PUBLISHED TO THE HISTORIC PELHAM DAILY BLOG DURING 2006 
(IF YOU ARE VIEWING THIS REPORT ONLINE IN PDF FORMAT, THE LINKS BELOW ARE LIVE) 

 
DECEMBER 2006 

Fri. Dec. 29, 2006:  Native Americans Ordered to Remove from the Manor of Pelham in 1675 

Thu. Dec. 28, 2006:  Description of Pelham Contained in "Gazetteer of the State of New York" Published 
in 1860 

Wed. Dec. 27, 2006:  Photograph of Grounds of New York Athletic Club Facility on Travers Island 
Published in 1904 

Tue. Dec. 26, 2006:  1775 Statute Authorizing Samuel Rodman and Benjamin Palmer to Build City Island 
Drawbridge 

Mon. Dec. 25, 2006:  Early Organizations That Evolved Into the Pelham Parents Teachers Association 
(PTA) 

Fri. Dec. 22, 2006:  Brief Biographies of Thomas Pell, First Lord of the Manor of Pelham, and His 
Nephew, John, Published in 1912 

Thu. Dec. 21, 2006:  Thomas Pearsall, Owner in 1723 of Harts Island Also Known as Spectacle Island, 
Bequeaths it To His Son, Henry Pearsall 

Wed. Dec. 20, 2006:  A Brief History of St. Paul's Church in Eastchester Published in 1907 

Tue. Dec. 19, 2006:  A Few Examples of Interesting Patents Issued to Pelham Residents 

Mon. Dec. 18, 2006:  What May Be The Earliest Patent Awarded to a Resident of Pelham:  Patent Issued 
to Elbert J. Roosevelt on May 29, 1866 

Fri. Dec. 15, 2006:  References to John Hunter of Pelham Manor in the Papers of President Martin Van 
Buren 

Thu. Dec. 14, 2006:  Items from Bolton Priory in the Collections of The Henry Luce III Center for the Study 
of American Culture, The New-York Historical Society 

Wed. Dec. 13, 2006:  More About Isaac Roosevelt of Pelham Who Carved His Name on a Glacial Boulder 
in 1833 

Tue. Dec. 12, 2006:  Did Thomas Pell Avoid Taxes by Maintaining a Medical Practice? 

Mon. Dec. 11, 2006:  Microsoft Releases the Beta Version of Its "Live Search Books" 

Fri. Dec. 8, 2006:  An Interesting Power of Attorney Executed in Favor of Thomas Pell on October 29, 
1651, Plus Other Records 

Thu. Dec. 7, 2006:  Additional Authorities Supporting Assertions that Thomas Pell Conducted Trade by 
Ship Along the East Coast 

Wed. Dec. 6, 2006:  When Did Thomas Pell Arrive in America? 

Tue. Dec. 5, 2006:  Where is Evidence of the 1640 Dutch Purchase from Native Americans of the Lands 
That Became Pelham? 

Mon. Dec. 4, 2006:  Abstract of 1768 Will of John Pugsley of the Manor of Pelham 

Fri. Dec. 1, 2006:  Abstract of 1779 Will of John Pell of the Manor of Pelham 
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NOVEMBER 2006 

Thu. Nov. 30, 2006:  Abstract of 1768 Will of Caleb Pell of the Manor of Pelham 

Wed. Nov. 29, 2006:  Abstract of 1752 Will of Joseph Pell of the Manor of Pelham 

Tue. Nov. 28, 2006:  Abstract of 1752 Will of Thomas Pell, Jr. of the Manor of Pelham 

Mon. Nov. 27, 2006:  The 19th Century Ejectment of Henry Piepgras from Land Beneath the Waters 
Surrounding City Island 

Fri. Nov. 24, 2006:  1788 Advertisement by Jemima Pell Offering 8 Acres on City Island for Sale 

Thu. Nov. 23, 2006:  New York Implements the New U.S. Constitution in 1788 by, Among Other Things, 
Electing a Pelham Manor Resident to the Continental Congress 

Wed. Nov. 22, 2006:  Young Thomas Pell Unjustly Accused of "Extortion or Sinfull Unrightousness" 

Tue. Nov. 21, 2006:  John Hunter Loses a Debate in the State Senate During the Winter of 1841 

Mon. Nov. 20, 2006:  A Biography of John Pell, Second Lord of the Manor of Pelham, Published in 1861 

Fri. Nov. 17, 2006:  Images Reflecting the History of Pelham 

Thu. Nov. 16, 2006:  Robert Bolton, Jr.'s Inscription to His Father Inside Book He Authored That Was 
Published in 1855 

Wed. Nov. 15, 2006:  Another Letter by Fontaine Fox Describing How the Pelham Manor Trolley Inspired 
Him To Create the Toonerville Trolley 

Tue. Nov. 14, 2006:  Early Photographs of Loutrel Briggs Garden at Home Located at 180 Pelhamdale 
Avenue 

Mon. Nov. 13, 2006:  The Isaac Roosevelt Stone Carved in 1833 

Fri. Nov. 10, 2006:  The Location of Another Early Baseball Field in Pelham 

Thu. Nov. 9, 2006:  Accounts of Two Witnesses to Skirmish That Occurred Off the Shores of New 
Rochelle and Pelham in the War of 1812 

Wed. Nov. 8, 2006:  The Time Capsule in the Cornerstone of the Church of the Redeemer in the Village 
of North Pelham 

Tue. Nov. 7, 2006:  Tour of City Island and Portions of Pelham Published in 1909 

Mon. Nov. 6, 2006:  The Source of Confusion Over the Date Thomas Pell Acquired the Lands That 
Became the Manor of Pelham 

Fri. Nov. 3, 2006:  More About Richard Crabb, the "Magistrate" Who Witnessed the Signing of Thomas 
Pell's Treaty with Local Native Americans on June 27, 1654 

Thu. Nov. 2, 2006:  Signature of Captain John Underhill Who Led Thomas Pell and Others During the 
Massacre of Pequots at Mystic on May 26, 1637 

Wed. Nov. 1, 2006:  Two British Military Unit Histories That Note Participation in the Battle of Pelham on 
October 18, 1776 

OCTOBER 2006 

Tue. Oct. 31, 2006:  Minor Revolutionary War Incidents Near Pelham 

Mon. Oct. 30, 2006:  Brief Biographical Data About Sir Thomas Musgrave, British Lieutenant Colonel 
Wounded at the Battle of Pelham on October 18, 1776 



 

 13

Fri. Oct. 27, 2006:  Orders Issued by British Major General The Honourable William Howe While 
Encamped in Pelham After the Battle of Pelham on October 18, 1776 

Thu. Oct. 26, 2006:  Genealogical Data Regarding David Jones Pell of the Manor of Pelham, 
Revolutionary War Officer 

Wed. Oct. 25, 2006:  A Biography of the Rev. Henry Randall Waite, Ph. D., a 19th Century Pastor of 
Huguenot Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Tue. Oct. 24, 2006:  Thomas Pell's and John Pell's Land Dispute with John Richbell in the Late 1660s and 
Early 1670s 

Mon. Oct. 23, 2006:  More Early Evidence That Thomas Pell Had a House Later Used by His Nephew, 
John Pell, on Rodman's Neck 

Fri. Oct. 20, 2006:  John Pell, Second Lord of the Manor of Pelham, Sells City Island and Then Buys It 
Back 

Thu. Oct. 19, 2006:  The Governor of the Colony of New York Visits John Pell, Second Lord of the Manor 
of Pelham, in 1672 

Wed. Oct. 18, 2006:  18th Century Statutes Appointing Philip Pell, Sr. of Pelham To Collect Taxes on 
"Strong Liquors Retailed in this Colony" 

Tue. Oct. 17, 2006:  Philip Pell, Sr. and Joseph Rodman of Pelham Appointed in 1750 as Commissioners 
to Oversee Public Roads in Pelham 

Mon. Oct. 16, 2006:  17th Century Papers Relating to Westchester County Published in 1849 Contain 
References Important to Pelham 

Fri. Oct. 13, 2006:  A Biography of Revolutionary War Veteran Thomas Hunt, Lieutenant, 4th New York 
Regiment 

Thu. Oct. 12, 2006:  Biographical and Genealogical Information Regarding Revolutionary War Officer 
Samuel Tredwell of the Manor of Pelham 

Wed. Oct. 11, 2006:  Image of an Ornamental Pot Reportedly Found in Pelham in the 19th Century in a 
Native American Grave 

Tue. Oct. 10, 2006:  Yet Another Account of the Capture of the British Ship Schuldham Off Pelham 
Shores During the Revolutionary War 

Mon. Oct. 9, 2006:  Reminiscences of Val Miller Shed Light on Late 19th Century Baseball in Pelham and 
the Early Development of the Village of North Pelham  

Fri. Oct. 6, 2006:  Additional Evidence That Thomas Pell Acquired His Lands At the Behest of English 
Authorities 

Thu. Oct. 5, 2006:  Additional Evidence That Thomas Pell Paid 500 Pounds Sterling for the Lands That 
Became the Manor of Pelham 

Wed. Oct. 4, 2006:  Did Thomas Pell, First Lord of the Manor of Pelham, Act as an Attorney? 

Tue. Oct. 3, 2006:  Two Interesting Photographs of Bolton Priory in Pelham Manor 

Mon. Oct. 2, 2006:  The Revolutionary War Diary of Loyalist Joshua Pell, Jr. of the Manor of Pelham 

SEPTEMBER 2006 

Fri. Sep. 29, 2006:  Intriguing Evidence of the Amount Thomas Pell Paid Native Americans for the Manor 
of Pelham 

Thu. Sep. 28, 2006:  A Brief Biography of Mary Grace Witherbee Black of Pelham Manor 
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Wed. Sep. 27, 2006:  Abstract of 1779 Will of Samuel Roman of the Manor of Pelham in Westchester 
County 

Tue. Sep. 26, 2006:  John Pell's Sister-in-Law, Bathsua Makin 

Mon. Sep. 25, 2006:  As the Hutchinson River Grew More Fetid, James F. Secor Jr. of Pelham Manor 
Raised a Stink in 1901 

Fri. Sep. 22, 2006:  Henry Accorly:  A Witness to the Signing of Thomas Pell's Treaty with Local Native 
Americans on June 27, 1654 

Thu. Sep. 21, 2006:  A Paper Addressing the Battle of Pelham, Among Other Things, Presented in 1903 

Wed. Sep. 20, 2006:  Brief Biographical Data About Elbert Roosevelt of the Manor of Pelham 

Tue. Sep. 19, 2006:  Toonerville Trolley Cartoons Available For Free Viewing Online 

Mon. Sep. 18, 2006:  A Brief Description of Oystering in Eastchester Bay and at Pelham Published in 
1881 

Fri. Sep. 15, 2006:  William Newman:  A Witness to the Signing of Thomas Pell's Treaty with Local Native 
Americans on June 27, 1654 

Thu. Sep. 14, 2006:  Records of the Service of John Pell, 2nd Lord of the Manor of Pelham, in the New 
York House of Representatives in the 1690s 

Wed. Sep. 13, 2006:  Early Efforts of the Town of Eastchester To Obtain Cooperation of John Pell For 
Construction of a Saw Mill 

Tue. Sep. 12, 2006:  Evidence Sheds Light on Location of An Early Home of John Pell, 2d Lord of the 
Manor of Pelham 

Mon. Sep. 11, 2006:  An Image of Fred Case's Hotel on Fifth Avenue Near 3rd Street Before it Burned in 
About May 1892 

Fri. Sep. 8, 2006:  An Image of The Brotherton Store in Pelhamville Before It Burned in 1890 

Thu. Sep. 7, 2006:  Google Unveils Search Feature to Allow Searches of 18th, 19th and 20th Century 
Newspapers 

Wed. Sep. 6, 2006:  Pelham Hall Shelter, a "Refuge for Erring Girls", Founded by Alumnae of Mrs. 
Hazen's School for Girls in Pelham Manor 

Tue. Sep. 5, 2006:  Will Prepared by Joshua Pell, Sr. in 1758 Included Disposition of Slaves 

Mon. Sep. 4, 2006:  Google Books Adds Download Feature Making Local History Research Even Easier 

Fri. Sep. 1, 2006:  An 1889 "Tour" of Pelham Bay and Areas Then Part of the Town of Pelham 

AUGUST 2006 

Thu. Aug. 31, 2006:  Pelham Preservation Society Distributes Historic Architecture Plaques 

Wed. Aug. 30, 2006:  1786 Notice Requiring Filing of Creditors' Claims Against Forfeited Estates of 
Loyalists Including Joshua Pell of the Manor of Pelham 

Tue. Aug. 29, 2006:  Another Brief Account of the Capture of the British Ship Schuldham in Pelham 
Waters During the Revolutionary War 

Mon. Aug. 28, 2006:  John Hunter of Hunter's Island in Pelham Obtained Special Tax Relief in 1826 

Fri. Aug. 25, 2006:  Thomas Pell, First Lord of the Manor of Pelham, Traded Tobacco Along the East 
Coast by Barque 
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Thu. Aug. 24, 2006:  Philip Pell of the Manor of Pelham:  An Early Victim of the 'Spoils System' in New 
York at the Turn of the 19th Century 

Wed. Aug. 23, 2006:  An Article Published in 1910 About the Life of Anne Hutchinson in New York 

Tue. Aug. 22, 2006:  Early Advertisements for Mrs. Hazen's School for Girls in Pelham Manor 

Mon. Aug. 21, 2006:  Efforts To Sell Rodman's Neck in 1774 and 1775, Apparently Due to Financial 
Difficulties of Joseph Rodman, Jr. 

Fri. Aug. 18. 2006:  The Ghost Gunship of Pelham:  A Revolutionary War Ghost Story 

Thu. Aug. 17, 2006:  Captain of British Sloop Scorpion Stationed Off City Island on July 23, 1777 Gave 
Notice No Flags of Truce Would Be Permitted to Pass 

Wed. Aug. 16, 2006:  1805 Notice of Public Sale of 50 Acres on City Island 

Tue. Aug. 15, 2006:  Another Biography of Benjamin L. Fairchild of Pelham Heights 

Mon. Aug. 14, 2006:  An Early Account of a Visit to Hunter's Island and John Hunter's Mansion in Pelham 

Fri. Aug. 11, 2006:  Article by William Abbatt on the Battle of Pelham Published in 1910 

Thu. Aug. 10, 2006:  The New Development of Pelhamwood Gets Approval for its Proposed Sewage 
System in 1912 

Wed. Aug. 9, 2006:  The Saddest Day in the History of Pelham Manor's "Toonerville Trolley" 

Tue. Aug. 8, 2006:  The "Old Stone House" on Hunter's Island 

Mon. Aug. 7, 2006:  1691 Statute Dividing Province of New York Into Shires and Counties and Placing 
Pelham in Westchester 

Fri. Aug. 4, 2006:  Early Images of the Original and Current Clubhouse Structures of the Manor Club in 
the Village of Pelham Manor, New York 

Thu. Aug. 3, 2006:  Images of Colonel Delancey Kane and His "Pelham Coach" Published in 1878 

Wed. Aug. 2, 2006:  The 19th Century Grenzebach Homestead in Pelham 

Tue. Aug. 1, 2006:  Reid's Mill Built in 1739 on Eastchester Creek Adjacent to Pelham 

JULY 2006 

Mon. July 31, 2006:  Sale at Auction of P. L. Rogers Estate on Mainland Across from Hunter's Island in 
Pelham in 1869 

Fri. July 28, 2006:  Image of Bolton Priory in the Town of Pelham Published in an 1859 Treatise on 
Landscape Gardening 

Thu. July 27, 2006:  1799 Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Pelham Manor Lands Owned by Augustus James 
Frederick Prevost, Stepson of Aaron Burr 

Wed. July 26, 2006;  A Brief Account of Visits to Bolton Priory in the Early 1880s 

Tue. July 25, 2006:  A Walking Tour of Pelham and Surrounding Areas Published in 1878 

Mon. July 24, 2006:  A Statute Enacted in 1666 Seems to Have Prompted Thomas Pell To Seek a Royal 
Grant Confirming His June 27, 1654 Land Acquisition 

Fri. July 21, 2006:  Patriots Saved Pelham's Cattle from the British Early in the Revolutionary War 
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Thu. July 20, 2006:  Efforts To Sell The Bernard Rynlander Farm in the Manor of Pelham in 1767 and 
1770 

Wed. July 19, 2006:  Pelham Manor Runaway Slave Notice in June 30, 1777 Issue of The New-York 
Gazette; And The Weekly Mercury 

Tue. July 18, 2006:  Aaron Burr Tries To Pull a Fast One in the 1790s and Must Sell His Farm in Pelham 

Mon. July 17, 2006:  1780 Letter To George Clinton from American Patriot Philip Pell of Pelham Manor, 
Commissary of Prisoners of the State of New York 

Fri. July 14, 2006:  Capture of the British Ship Schuldham in Pelham Waters During the Revolutionary 
War 

Thu. July 13, 2006:  Notice of Public Sale of Island Known Today as City Island, Published in 1754 

Wed. July 12, 2006:  A Brief History of City Island Published in a Book by Stephen Jenkins in 1912 

Tue. July 11, 2006:  Genealogical and Family History Information Regarding Members of the Horton 
Family of City Island, Once Part of Pelham 

Mon. July 10, 2006:  Streetcar Strike of 1916 Included Violence in Pelham 

Fri. July 7, 2006:  The Involvement of Thomas Pell's Family in the Witchcraft Persecution of Goody Knapp 

Thu. July 6, 2006:  Who Was the Skipper on the Pelham Manor Trolley the Day Fontaine Fox Rode the 
Line and Was Inspired? 

Wed. July 5, 2006:  Bricks Laid by Washington Irving and Ivy from Kenilworth Castle at the Bolton Priory 
in Pelham Manor 

Tue. July 4, 2006:  Seth T. Lyman, Pelham's Own Medicine Man of the Late 19th Century 

Mon. July 3, 2006:  Where Is Thomas Pell's Handwritten Copy of the Treaty Signed With Local Native 
Americans on June 27, 1654? 

JUNE 2006 

Fri. June 30, 2006:  Long Lost Silent Film That Was Filmed, In Part, in Pelham in 1911? 

Thu. June 29, 2006:  A Biography of Lewis Gaston Leary, Early 20th Century Pastor of Huguenot 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Pelham 

Wed. June 28, 2006:  A Biography of Mathematician John Pell, Brother of Thomas Pell (First Lord of the 
Manor of Pelham) 

Tue. June 27, 2006:  Land Owned by Thomas Pell and His Wife in New Haven, Connecticut in the Mid-
17th Century 

Mon. June 26, 2006:  1834 Statute Authorized Herman Le Roy, Jr. to Dam Creek for an Oyster Bed 

Fri. June 23, 2006:  More About Martin J. Condon of the American Snuff Company Who Owned an Estate 
in Pelham Manor 

Thu. June 22, 2006:  Pelham Manor Submitted Sewage Plans to the New York State Board of Health in 
1894 

Wed. June 21, 2006:  Local Elections in Pelham in 1843 

Tue. June 20, 2006:  Mystery:  A Lawsuit Filed Against the Dissolved Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights 
Association in 1915 
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Mon. June 19, 2006:  Court Decision Issued in 1894 Sheds Light on Finances Behind the Development of 
Chester Park in the Early 1890s 

Fri. June 16, 2006:  Period News Reports Shed Some Light on Pelham During the War of 1812 

Thu. June 15, 2006:  Repainting of Historic Signs Marking New Rochelle's Borders, Including Those With 
Pelham, Temporarily Halted 

Wed. June 14, 2006:  Text of Deed by Which Aaron Burr Acquired Pelham Lands in 1790 

Tue. June 13, 2006:  Sketch Showing Hunters Island Mansion in 1853 

Mon. June 12, 2006:  Early Deed of Land to the Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association 

Fri. June 9, 2006:  Pelham-Related Franchise Records of the Westchester Electric Railroad Company - 
Part 2 

Thu. June 8, 2006:  Pelham-Related Franchise Records of the Westchester Electric Railroad Company - 
Part 1 

Wed. June 7, 2006:  1881 Description of Repairs to Ship on Premises of Pelham Shipwright Located on 
City Island 

Tue. June 6, 2006: More Early Photographs of Chester Park Recently Donated to The Office of The 
Historian of The Town of Pelham 

Mon. June 5, 2006: More Early Photographs of Chester Park Recently Donated to The Office of The 
Historian of The Town of Pelham 

Fri. June 2, 2006:  Several of the Early Photographs of Chester Park Recently Donated to The Office of 
The Historian of The Town of Pelham 

Thu. June 1, 2006: Early Photographs of Chester Park Among Materials Donated to The Office of The 
Historian of The Town of Pelham 

MAY 2006 

Wed. May 31, 2006:  Two Views of the Pelhamville School House Built in the 1850s 

Tue. May 30, 2006:  A Biography Published in 1906 on the Life of Horace Dutton Taft, Founder of the Taft 
School in Pelham Manor 

Mon. May 29, 2006:  Yet Another Mid-Eighteenth Century Advertisement by Thomas Pell Offering Lands 
in Pelham 

Fri. May 26, 2006:  The 27th Conference on New York State History Will Include Presentation of Paper on 
Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association 

Thu. May 25, 2006:  1763 Deed Executed by Executors of the Estate of Joseph Pell Accused Caleb Pell 
of Fraud 

Wed. May 24, 2006:  Program for January 8, 1889 Opening of the Hutchinson School in Pelhamville 

Tue. May 23, 2006:  Special Postal Cancellation on October 17-18, 1976 to Commemorate the 
Bicentennial of the Battle of Pelham During the Revolutionary War 

Mon. May 22, 2006:  Early References to Pelham Roads in the Road Commissioners' Book Maintained in 
the Westchester County Archives 

Fri. May 19, 2006:  Possible Remains of a Soldier Killed in the Battle of Pelham on October 18, 1776 
Found in 1921 
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Thu. May 18, 2006:  Richard Crabb, the "Magistrate" Who Witnessed the Signing of Thomas Pell's Treaty 
with Local Native Americans on June 27, 1654 

Wed. May 17, 2006:  More About Benjamin Palmer's Involvement With Raising Funds for a Free Bridge 
from Manhattan 

Tue. May 16, 2006:  Using Excelsior To Search the Collections of the New York State Archives, New York 
State Library and the New York State Museum 

Mon. May 15, 2006:  Resales of Lots in the 1760s on the Island Known Today as City Island 

Fri. May 12, 2006:  Possible Evidence that Residents of the Manor of Pelham Were Acquitted in Rare 
17th Century Witchcraft Trial in New York 

Thu. May 11, 2006:  Thomas Pell Offers City Island, Then Known as Minneford Island, for Sale in the Mid-
18th Century 

Wed. May 10, 2006:  Horace Crosby, the Civil Engineer Who Laid Out the Chestnut Grove Division for the 
Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association in the 1870s 

Tue. May 9, 2006:  More Pelham Locations for Which Famous Landscape Designer Loutrel Briggs 
Executed Designs 

Mon. May 8, 2006:  Edmund Gybbon Spilsbury Who Served as Engineer for the Pelham Manor & 
Huguenot Heights Association 

Fri. May 5, 2006:  1763 Announcement That City Island in the Manor of Pelham Has Been Laid Out in 
Lots for Sale 

Thu. May 4, 2006:  Harry S. Houpt, Builder of Homes in Pelham, NY in the Early 20th Century 

Wed. May 3, 2006:  Another Pelham, New York Ghost Story 

Tue. May 2, 2006:  Benjamin Palmer's Advertisement in 1756 To Raise Subscriptions To Fund a Free 
Bridge From Manhattan 

Mon. May 1, 2006:  The Legend of the Recovery of Pirate's Treasure on an Island Off Pelham 

APRIL 2006 

Fri. Apr. 28, 2006:  Important Web Site for History Researchers and Genealogists Available for Free Until 
May 31, 2006 

Thu. Apr. 27, 2006:  Burial Place of John Hunter (1778 - 1852) of Hunter's Island 

Wed. Apr. 26, 2006:  Two Early Photographs of the Village of North Pelham 

Tue. Apr. 25, 2006:  More About "Mammy Goose" of Goose Island 

Mon. Apr. 24, 2006:  1901 Article From the Pelham Manor Review Concerning The Village Improvement 
Association of Pelham Manor 

Fri. Apr. 21, 2006:  Locations of Pelham Homes (and a School) For Which Loutrel Briggs Prepared 
Designs 

Thu. Apr. 20, 2006:  1788 Campaign Broadside Urging Support for Candidate Opposing Philip Pell of 
Pelham Manor 

Wed. Apr. 19, 2006:  Possibly More Historic Loutrel Briggs Gardens Located in Pelham? 

Tue. Apr. 18, 2006:  Prospectus Issued by the Pelham Manor & Huguenot Heights Association in 1874 
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Mon. Apr. 17, 2006:  The Online "David Rumsey Map Collection" Adds a Number of Important Pelham 
Maps 

Fri. Apr. 14, 2006:  Three of the Original Homes of the Prospect Hill Village Association Founded in 1851 

Thu. Apr. 13, 2006:  Rumors in 1657 That Thomas Pell Manipulated Local Native Americans To Protect 
His Land Acquisition From Incursions by the Dutch 

Wed. Apr. 12, 2006:  1712 Westchester County Census Documents Slave Ownership in Pelham 

Tue. Apr. 11, 2006:  April 20, 1875 Marriage Certificate of Robert C. Black and Mary Grace Witherbee 
Black 

Mon. Apr. 10, 2006:  A Mystery Yet To Be Solved:  The Pelham Trading Company Incorporated in 1901 

Fri. Apr. 7, 2006:  A View from Prospect Hill Looking West Published in 1887 

Thu. Apr. 6, 2006:  Alexander Bampfield Henderson:  "Lone Lord of the Isle" 

Wed. Apr. 5, 2006:  "Hawkswood", Later Known as the Marshall Mansion, on Rodman's Neck in Pelham 

Tue. Apr. 4, 2006:  More Information About the Prospect Hill Village Association Formed in the Early 
1850s 

Mon. Apr. 3, 2006:  1805 Will of William Bayley of Pelham Included Disposition of Slaves 

MARCH 2006 

Fri. Mar. 31, 2006:  Text of 1804 Will of Alexander Henderson, Owner of the Island Later Known as 
Hunter's Island 

Thu. Mar. 30, 2006:  Google Books Continues Addition of Content With Much More Now Available on the 
History of Pelham, NY 

Wed. Mar. 29, 2006:  19th Century Improvements to East Chester Creek (Also Known as the Hutchinson 
River) 

Tue. Mar. 28, 2006:  More Reminiscences of Isaac C. Hill of Early Public Schools in Pelham 

Mon. Mar. 27, 2006:  1057 Esplanade:  One of the Original Homes Built by the Pelham Manor & 
Huguenot Heights Association  

Fri. Mar. 24, 2006:  Preparations in 1954 for the Tercentennial Celebration of the Signing of the Pell-
Siwanoy Treaty 

Thu. Mar. 23, 2006:  Baseball Fields Opened on the Grounds of the Westchester Country Club in Pelham 
on April 4, 1884 

Wed. Mar. 22, 2006:  Mona Freeman, Glamour Girl of the Silver Screen, Lived in Pelham 

Tue. Mar. 21, 2006:  1920 Publication Listing Native American Sites Near Pelham 

Mon. Mar. 20, 2006:  Charles J. Stephens and Henry C. Stephens of the Pelham Manor & Huguenot 
Heights Association 

Fri. Mar. 17, 2006:  1854 Advertisement for the Sale of the Old Stone House at 463 First Avenue in 
Pelham 

Thu. Mar. 16, 2006:  1869 New York Herald Article About Pelham's Boundary Dispute With New Rochelle 

Wed. Mar. 15, 2006:  A Biography of Cornelius W. Bolton Published in 1899 

Tue. Mar. 14, 2006:  A Potentially Significant Advertisement?  Is This Hunter's Island? 
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Mon. Mar. 13, 2006:  Two Photographs of Pelham's Town Hall That Once Stood On Shore Road 

Fri. Mar. 10, 2006:  Legend Has It That Nimham, A Wappinger Chief and American Revolutionary Hero, 
Was Buried in Pelham on Rodman's Neck 

Thu. Mar. 9, 2006:  Photographs of the H Line and A Line Trolleys on and Near Pelhamdale Avenue 

Wed. Mar. 8, 2006:  The 1939 Celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Dedication of the Masonic 
Temple in Pelham, NY 

Tue. Mar. 7, 2006:  The Church of the Covenant of Pelhamville Organized in 1888 

Mon. Mar. 6, 2006:  Interesting Photographs from 1907 Program for Pelham's Fourth of July Celebration 

Fri. Mar. 3, 2006:  1666 Letter from Thomas Pell to John Winthrop, Jr. Regarding Pell's 1654 Purchase of 
the Lands That Became Pelham 

Thu. Mar. 2, 2006:  A Lecture in 1877 to Raise Money for the New Huguenot Memorial Church in Pelham 
Manor 

Wed. Mar. 1, 2006:  1909 Real Estate Advertisement Showing Bolton Priory 

FEBRUARY 2006 

Tue. Feb. 28, 2006:  Westchester and Pelham Turnpike Road Company "Builds" Shore Road in Pelham 

Mon. Feb. 27, 2006:  Another Description of the Farm of Rem Rapelje of Pelham Published in 1806 

Fri. Feb. 24, 2006:  Notice of Settlement of the Estate of Alexander Henderson of Pelham in 1805 

Thu. Feb. 23, 2006:  Using the Collection Database of the Henry Luce III Center for the Study of 
American Culture 

Wed. Feb. 22, 2006:  Doll Depicting Nanette Bolton in the Collection of The Office of The Historian of The 
Town of Pelham 

Tue. Feb. 21, 2006:  Silas H. Witherbee and His Influence on the Village of Pelham Manor 

Mon. Feb. 20, 2006:  Origins of The Pelham Village Club, An Early 20th Century Social Club 

Fri. Feb. 17, 2006:  Runaway Slave Notice Published by John Pell in 1748 Comes To Light 

Thu. Feb. 16, 2006:  Evidence of the Use of Thomas Pell's Insignia To Seal a Letter from Lion Gardiner in 
1636 

Wed. Feb. 15, 2006:  The First Lawsuit Ever Filed Against Pelham Manor? 

Tue. Feb. 14, 2006:  An Account of the Blizzard of 1888 by Pelham Manor Resident Henry W. Taft 

Mon. Feb. 13, 2006:  Historic Snowfall in Pelham, NY:  The Great Nor'easter of '06 

Fri. Feb. 10, 2006:  Caleb Pell's Lost Silver Watch - An Advertisement Published in 1757 

Thu. Feb. 9, 2006:  Cortlandt W. Starr of Black Starr & Frost  

Wed. Feb. 8, 2006:  The First Anniversary of the Historic Pelham Blog 

Tue. Feb. 7, 2006:  February 6, 1893 Request To Allow Trolley Service in Pelham 

Mon. Feb. 6, 2006:  Plans to Create a Horse-Drawn Trolley Car System in Pelham in Early 1890  

Fri. Feb. 3, 2006:  Annual Report of The Office of The Historian of The Town of Pelham for 2005 
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Thu. Feb. 2, 2006:  January 2, 1888:  The Day Residents of Pelham Manor Decided to Incorporate a 
Village 

Wed. Feb. 1, 2006:  Notice of 1893 Vote on Proposal To Build Pelhamville's First Fire House 

JANUARY 2006 

Tue. Jan. 31, 2006:  Another Account of Baseball Played in Pelham in the 1880s Is Uncovered 

Mon. Jan. 30, 2006:  Cleanup of Pelham Town Hall Basement Leads to Discoveries 

Fri. Jan. 27, 2006:  Lectures to Raise Money to Build the "Huguenot Memorial Forest Church" Building in 
Pelham Manor 

Thu. Jan. 26, 2006:  Notice of Sale at Auction of the Turnbull Farm in Pelham on March 23, 1820 

Wed. Jan. 25, 2006:  The Pelham Manor Protective Club Flexed its Muscles in the 1886 Town Elections  

Tue. Jan. 24, 2006:  1890 Circular of The Pelham Manor Protective Club on Lamp Lighting 

Mon. Jan. 23, 2006:  The Beginnings of Organized Fire Fighting in Pelham Manor? 

Fri. Jan. 20, 2006:  The Fire Bell in the Tower of Pelham Manor Village Hall 

Thu. Jan. 19, 2006:  Pelham Manor's Earliest Fire Fighting Equipment 

Wed. Jan. 18, 2006:  Newspaper Report of the Infamous Vaughan's Livery Stable Fire in North Pelham in 
1907 

Tue. Jan. 17, 2006:  John Pugsley, An Early Owner of Appleby's Island Later Known as Hunter's Island 

Mon. Jan. 16, 2006:  Thomas Pell Offers Land for Sale in the Manor of Pelham in 1784 

Fri. Jan. 13, 2006:  Detail of Pelham From Rare Map Published in 1851 

Thu. Jan. 12, 2006:  The Beer Battle of 1933 

Wed. Jan. 11, 2006:  1931 Artist's Rendering of the Planned Store Complex at Four Corners on Boston 
Post Road 

Tue. Jan. 10, 2006:  Mrs. Aaron Burr Describes Roads in Pelham in 1791 

Mon. Jan. 9, 2006:  The First Prospect Hill School in Pelham Manor 

Fri. Jan. 6, 2006:  Pelham Loses Its Right To Use the Town Dock in the Early 1900s 

Thu. Jan. 5, 2006:  Organizational Plans for North Pelham's Victory Gardens in 1943 

Wed. Jan. 4, 2006:  Another Post Card Image of the Horse Car That Ran Between Bartow and City Island 

Tue. Jan. 3, 2006:  Another Mystery Home:  1926 Real Estate Advertisement for "Italian Villa" in Pelham 
Manor 

Mon. Jan. 2, 2006:  1910 Real Estate Advertisement for Home Located at Northwest Corner of Corlies 
Avenue and 2nd Street in Pelham 

 


